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SUBJECT: BOTSWANA PRESS RELEASE 

REF: CAPETOWN 264 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MISSION OF BOTSWANA PRESS RELEASE 
DATED FEBRUARY 21. 

QUOTE 21 FEBRUARY 1977 

SOUTHERN RHODESIAN SOLDIER SHOT IN BOTSWANA 

THE ILLEGAL MINORITY REGIME IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA CONTINUES 
TO VIOLATE BOTSWANA'S SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
BY SENDING OUT ITS SECURITY FORCES TO CARRY OUT VIOLENT 
TERRORIST ACTIONS WITHIN BOTSWANA'S BORDERS IN DEFIANCE 
OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 403 OF 14 JANUARY 1977. 
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THIS RESOLUTION, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CONDEMNED ALL ACTS OF 
PROVOCATION AND ATTACKS COMMITTED BY THE ILLEGAL REGIME AND 
DEMANDED IMMEDIATE AND TOTAL CESSATION OF SUCH HOSTILE ACTS. 

THE ILLEGAL, RACIST REGIME, FACED WITH A STRONG DETERMINATION 
ON THE PART OF THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE TO RID THEMSELVES 
OF OPPRESSION AND GAIN THEIR RIGHTS, IN ACTING IRRESPONSIBLY 
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IN CREATING TENSION ALL OVER SOUTHERN AFRICA BY ITS SENSELESS 
ACTIONS. 

IN A PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
ON 19TH FEBRUARY, 1977 THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA ANNOUNCED 
THAT ON FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 1977 FIVE RHODESIAN SOLDIERS 
IN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS ATTACKED A SMALL VILLAGE OF SHOSHWE 
WHICH IS 13 KILOMETRES INSIDE BOTSWANA FROM THE BORDER WITH 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA AND WOUNDED A CIVILIAN NAMED MR. SHABALA 
WITH A BULLET IN THE STOMACH. A UNIT OF THE POLICE MOBILE UNIT 
CONSISTING OF THREE BOTSWANA POLICE ON PATROL IN THE AREA 
SHOT AND KILLED ONE OF THE RHODESIAN SOLDIERS DURING THE 
INCIDENT. THE MAN WAS LATER IDENTIFIED AS DETECTIVE INSPECTOR 
JOHN MICHAEL HARLOW. 

THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT ON THE MORNING 

OF FEBRUARY 19, 1977 A SOUTHERN RHODESIAN SPOTTER PLANE WAS 

SEEN FLYING LOW OVER THE VILLAGE AND WAS FOLLOWED BY A HELICOPTER 

FULL OF ARMED SOLDIERS OF THE ILLEGAL REGIME WHICH LANDED 

NEAR THE SCENE OF THE GUNFIGHT OF THE PREVIOUS DAY AND TOOK 

OFF AFTER A FEW MINUTES. THIS WAS THE TENTH REPORTED INCURSION 

INTO BOTSWANA BY RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES THIS YEAR. 
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